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What should I feed my basset hound? 

We are often asked this question.  The answer is not straight forward.  It depends on your basset.  In general, 
we suggest you feed the highest quality food you can afford, but there are additional factors to consider. 

Is your basset young or old, overweight or underweight?  A puppy needs more calories per day than a senior. 
Check the fine print on the package and compare calories per cup across the brands you are considering.  You 
may need to look at the website to get this information but it should be available. Be aware, the 
recommended serving size may be more or less than your basset needs. It’s a place to start but also monitor 
your basset’s weight. 

Does you basset have any medical issues such as food allergies, urinary crystals, heart or kidney problems?  In 
this case, we encourage you to work with your vet to find the appropriate food. 

The ingredient list: read the list.  Ingredients are listed based on weight.  The protein source should show up 
first on the list and it should be named- chicken meat or meal is good; animal meal or animal by-product 
meal, not so good.  

Make sure the package includes the AAFACO statement saying the food provides “complete and balanced” 
nutrition. 

Miscellaneous items to consider:  

• Has this brand had food recalls? 
• In what country is the food made?  From what country did the ingredients originate?  The package 

may say “Made in the USA but some of the ingredients may have come from China. 
• Does this food get a good rating from Whole Dog Journal or www.dogfoodadvisor.com or similar 

resource? 
• Does the food contain lots of artificial flavoring or other chemicals? 

Don’t be tricked.  For example, according to the American Kennel Club:   

• The term “beef” means that beef must make up at least  70 percent of the entire product. The terms 
“beef dinner,” “beef entrée,” or “beef platter,” on the other hand, only require that beef makes up 
at least 10 percent of the entire product. “With beef” only requires that 3 percent of the total 
product be beef, and “beef flavor” simply implies that there is enough beef in the product to flavor it 
(less than 3 percent). 

• Whole meats contain a large percentage of water weight, which means that the overall percentage 
of meat after processing is lower than it appears. Meat meal, on the other hand, sounds less 
appealing to us but actually contains more meat than “whole meats,” as there is no water weight to 
throw off the calculation. 

http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com/

